[Growth factors and the hystologic picture of the liver in chronic viral hepatitis and hepatic cirrhosis].
The authors of the article present the results of studying correlations between growth factors and histological changes in the liver in 48 patients with chronic viral hepatitis and hepatic cirrhosis. The results show that the blood level of transforming growth factor-beta1 (TGF-beta1) increases, whilst the level of insulin-like growth factor-1 (IGF-1), epidermal growth factors (EGF), and regeneration index (RI) in general decrease according to increase in histological activity and the degree of hepatic fibrosis. There was a positive correlation between TGF-beta1 and a negative one between IGF-1 and EGF, as well as RI, on the one part, and the degree of hepatic inflammation and fibrosis, on the other. Measurement of the serum levels of growth factors with RI calculation broadens the possibility to evaluate inflammation and fibrosis in chronic viral hepatic diseases.